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Description 

House File 2493 creates a criminal offense for sexual exploitation by a peace officer or school 
employee and provides penalties. 

Assumptions 

1. The law will become effective July 1, 2002. 
2. The penalty for sexual exploitation by a school employee under current law is a serious 

misdemeanor.  The Bill would increase the penalty to an aggravated misdemeanor. 
3. The average cost per indictable misdemeanor case for the Judicial Branch ranges from $70 

to $460, depending on whether a jury trial occurs.  These figures include the costs of a 
District Court Judge, Clerk of Court staff, court reporter, and a court attendant. 

4. Fines collections rates range from 20.0% for felonies to 68.0% for a simple misdemeanor. 
5. The cost of defense for a serious misdemeanor is approximately $500 to $750 per case. 
6. The cost of defense for an aggravated misdemeanor is approximately $1,000 per case. 
7. A contempt of court proceeding costs the indigent defense fund $250 to $300 per case. 
8. The average length of stay in field services or street supervision is 19 months. 
9. The marginal cost per day for a probation/parole client is $1.55. 

Correctional Impact 

House File 2493 would have a minimal correctional impact on prisons, jails, and Community-
Based Corrections.  In FY 2001, there were seven persons convicted of current Lascivious 
Conduct with a Minor (Section 709.14, Code of Iowa); however; it cannot be determined if any 
of those individuals were school employees.  House File 2493 reduces penalties for certain sex 
acts committed against 14- and 15-year olds that are now defined as Class C Sexual Abuse – 
third degree.   
 
House File 2493 would not have a significant correctional impact for sexual exploitation by a 
peace officer.  Under current law, it is an aggravated misdemeanor for a correctional officer or 
community corrections worker to engage in a sex act with an offender (Section 709.16, Code of 
Iowa).  During FY 2001, there were two people convicted of this offense. 

Fiscal Impact 

The overall General Fund fiscal impact of House File 2493 cannot be determined due to 
insufficient information. 
 



 

 

For one person convicted of an aggravated misdemeanor, the costs are as follows:  
 

Court Costs  $     70 to $    500 
Probation Costs    900 
Indigent Defense Costs  500  to 750 
Total Costs  $1,500 to $2,100 

 

Sources 

Judicial Branch 
Department of Human Rights, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning Division 
State Public Defender 

/s/ Dennis C Prouty 
 
 
 

The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to 
Section 2.56, Code of Iowa.  Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available 
from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.  
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